2007-08 A Busy
Time For NMLOKS

The NM Lions Operation Kid-
Sight (NMLOKS) Program
has come a long way since
August 2007. At that time,
there were only three Lions
Clubs in NM (i.e., Alamogordo
Breakfast, Carlsbad Down-
town, and Ruidoso Noon)
which  had a children's
screening program active in
their communities. Lions
Chuck Galusha and Bryson
McCool, chairs of their re-
spective Clubs' Screening
Committees, decided to see if
other NM Lions Clubs would
be interested in adopting the
program. Lion Miriam Stucker
set up a KldSight presenta-
tion to the YDI Head Start in
Albuquerque in August 2007.
At that time, three screenings
were scheduled for Espa-
nola, Las Vegas, and Taos.
The Clubs in those communi-
ties were notified and mem-
bers from each participated in
the screenings. Numerous
demonstrations/screenings
have occurred in various loca-
tions in NM to inform Lions
about this important and ex-
citing program. Lions Clubs
who have adopted the pro-
gram are noticing a positive
impact on membership
growth as well as member
retention due to the publicity
from Operation KidSight.
Thus it is a win-win deal for
NM Lions.

this issue
NM DOH Collaboration
Club News

NM Lions in Action

Tennessee Lions

NMLOKS Collaborates With NM DOH

On 24 June 2008, Dr. Andrea Bethal, an opto-
metric physician and Lion, and members of the
NMLOKS Executive Committee met with Dr.
Alfredo Vigil, Cabinet Secretary, NM Depart-
ment of Health, and his staff regarding
NMLOKS participation as a member of the
Advisory Committee pursuant to SB 1149
which calls for the requirement that all Pre-K,
K, 1st and 3rd grade children be annually

screened.

The acceptance of NMLOKS as member of the
Advisory Committee, as well as the support of
our legislators, will be a major asset to
NMLOKS with respect to serving the children
of NM communities and possibly to have future
state funds available for screening costs and
treatment costs for needy children to help re-
lieve the financial burden on NM Lions Clubs.
Dr. Vigil has approved NMLOKS to have rep-
resentation on the Advisory Committee.
NMLOKS Executive Committee Co-Chairs
Chuck Galusha and Bill Waugh attended the
first meeting of the Advisory Committee on 2
July 2008.

Pictured: (L-R back row) Dr. Jack Callaghan, Director
Public Health Division; Dr. Alfredo Vigil, Director, New
Mexico Department of Health; Dave Miller (Taos Lions
Club); PDG and President of the NM Lions Eye Foun-
dation, Lion Tom Himrod; (L-R front row) Lions Bill
Waugh (Taos Lions Club) and Chuck Galusha
(Alamogordo Breakfast Lions Club), Co-Chairs of
NMLOKS Executive Committee; Dr. Andrea E. Bethel
Optometric Physician, Medical Director NMLOKS
Bernalillo County and a charter member of the soon to
be Albuquerque Uptown Lions Club; and Lion Bryson
McCool, Secretary/Treasurer NMLOKS Executive
Committee. Also in attendance but not pictured were
Dr. Mary Ramos, MD, MPH, NMDOH Office of School
and Adol escent
Medical Services; and Jeanette Lang (Alamogordo
Breakfast Lions Club).
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Vision Disorders
Resulting in Referrals

The mother of four-year-old
Randy thought he was just
a klutz. While happy and
active, he
run a straight line, he
tripped over toys, and he
of ten didnot
aware of what was going on
around him. As it turns out,
Randy has severe vision
problems and can barely
see out of
goes my mother of the year
award, 0 says
She canot be
harshly for not recognizing
Randyo6s Vi si
sooner as he had actually
been tested by the schools
and had passed. Another
screening, however, con-
ducted by the Alamogordo
Breakfast
KidSighto
ered the problems that led
to Randy©o6s
and new found coordina-
tion. AHe i s
says hi s
always been a bright child
and now he is able to see
and take in things that we
di dnot
ing before. o
Randy is playing soccer
now and if he still runs the
wrong way sometimes, it
has nothing to do with his
vision. fAHebs
Mom says.

Alamogordo
Breakfast Lions

Operation KidSight Program is

not designed to replace any ex-

isting eye screening now in

In 2002, the Alamogordo
Breakfast Lions took over
the responsibility of imple-

c o uPEPNG #nd gperating the, ! na t
K1 dd8nie gyratpediatrigpophihal-

nNOperation
gram locally. Since then,
oyer Q00 area; children
have been screened for
vision problems completely
free of charge.

A challenge with screening
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Breakfast Lions (and other
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state of the art digital imag-
ing camera to check for
many common and poten-
tially serious vision prob-
lems. The child merely
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While thousands of children

kRaved ihddf éheife nvisionk i
mo t h esereenedi Hterough a area

schools, daycare centers,
and Head Start, there are
just as many children who

real i zedomet atteng aany of these -

programs.
The COperation KidSight
Program is not designed to
replace any existing eye
screening now in place.

dhisi processais g @relimiv a

nary procedure only and
does not constitute a diag-

nosis of, or absence of, vi-
sion problems. It is a rec-
ommendation that further
evaluation and testing be

mologist if the screening
deems it necessary. Inter-
pretation of the digital im-
ages may not identify all
eye or vision problems. In
the US, on the average, 1
child in 20 is afflicted with a
serious eye disorder, but
only one in four has their
vision checked before the
age of five. The Alamo-
gordo Breakfast Lions join
the American Academy of
Ophthalmology in recom-
mending vision screening at
the age of 6 months, 3 %
years, and five years of
age.

iOperati on Ki
budgeted as a separate
entity within the Breakfast
Lions Club. Its operation is
stﬂjp’pgted by funds from
Breakfast Lions' fundrais-
ers, donations, and grants
specifically for the program.
You do not have to be a
Lions Club member to as-
si st wi t h
Sighto
bers of the community are
encouraged to participate.

For further information
ppogyt
contact Lion Chuck Ga-
lusha at 575-434-6296.
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